bskenderun evokes commtent
from all who have been there or
heard the myriad stories spim
about it, Located on the southeast-
ern tip of Turkey on the border of
Syria, lskenderun remains shrood-
ad in myth, a kind of shadowy
station at the farthest reaches of
MTMC Transportation Terming!
Command, Earupe,

Rumars spread about blazing
summer heat, winter rains and
floods, Electneny works some-
Limes. Mo one knows, exeept Uose
whuo have been there, how much is
vrue. how much is esaggeration.
Mour telephone conmections tend
i confirm suspicions [hat mans
UMOTY dre frue,

MTMC Outport Iskenderun
histoery started in (952 when two
officers arrived to set up the
Turkish-United Sates Logsucs
(FUSLOG) Detachment 33-3. The
officers shared offtees in the old
port authority building with the
Turkish Army Port Detachment
Init, The mission at that time was
solcly 1o monitor receipt of Mil-
itary Aszsistance Program (MAP)
cargo which was discharged by the
Turkizh Port Detachment.

i 1204, Mewnib-Haibiied
Erthpaiy wee cohirdeid e baibd
Incirhk Common Defense [nsal-
lation. Through 1957, TUSLOG
clement's workioad tnorcascd as
construction matlerial for Lthe run-
way and buildings at Inciriik was
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received, alonp with additional
cargo and rebuilt vehicles for the
2odand 3rd Turkish Armies. Asa
resalt, the office was moved 1w
repted space on the ground [Toor
ol the commander's apartment
building te acconumodate addi-
tional personnel beng assigned to
the unit. Space was also rented in
A downtown building to properly
house personnel.

In 1959, the tirst Turkish em-
plovees were hired and the vt
pncved W als current ocation. Bar-
racks were built an twp ool the main
warchouse in [965 to house the
soldiers at the compound, Today.
these Taciliies include barracks
rowms, i kitchen and dining room,

laundry facilities, o Hbeary and
theater, music and television
rO0Mms.

Many changes have been made
to the compound since 196%, in-
cluding addition of offices [or the
commander and gxpansion of the
operations offices to provide space
for all employess.

And then the infamous floods
came, [n 1969, IsLenderun had no
major drsinage svsterns to chan-
nél water runofl through the city.
Wheo the waiter inthe compound
rose 1o more than two feet in
h:‘ighl. & boal was wsed 1o aef
around the facility, Pumping oul
the witer took three days.

When the compound Nooded

I TMC Outport Iskenderun

by Major David C. Feuniain, USA

again in 1975 the Hoor was ele-
vated (two and a hall feet and the
city hegan construcling canals to
properly channel the water.

n 1982, TUSLOG Det 33-3
changed its official name o
M IMO Outport Iskenderun, Head-

guarters for [skenderun and all
MTMC pests in Turkey is lsmir,
tocated on the southwestern coast,
next to Greege,

[skenderun may have the warm-
est weather wi the command. s
climate (ollows typical Mediter-
ranesn patterns of hot summers,
enld winters and heavy rains which
lrequently cause flooding.

Though reports of loss of elec-
tricity and exasperating commun-
ications persist, this can, for the
mosl part, be cxplained as typical
for an area so remotely detached
from the kinds of comforis we 50
often take for granted. Iskenderun
dfoes have electricity —sometimes.
Telephone service continues 1o be
poor, but rumors sugeest that next
vear things will improve.

Amidst all the rall tales, one
doesn't lose sight of the fact that
Iskenderun people perform 2 vital
mission, somelimes wnder trying
conditions. And that is ne rumor,

{The foregoing article was ex-
cerpted from the MTMC TTCE
Cargo Hmﬁ.;@

Major David . Fountain, USA, i
Chief, MIML Cratport Eskenderan.




The Southern Flank

by Caplain Allen W, Davis, USA

MTMO Traosportation Terminal Command,
Europe. Transportagon Terminal Vo, Turkey con
sists ol Outperts in Eskenderun and Istanbul wil;
Headguarters located in Lemir, Originally acivated
in 1936, the unit began asa combined Army and Air
Foree aperation, designated as Detaebment 33221 he
United States Logistics Group (TUS1OMG), [n 1987
the unit became all Army.and in 1959, was upgraded
@ Transportation Corps Special Activity,

In the early 1960s the unil was designaled as
United States Army | ransportation Termmal. and
came under the command of MTMC TTCE in 1977
The unit wak redesipnated as Transportation Termi-
nal Linitat Bzmir, Turkey in 1982, Iis responsibilities
were expanded 1o include the Istanbul Uutpun and
Fskenderun Outport, making Lemir the Mol |‘"UIIII ol
MTMO npudllmn in Turkey.

The primary mission of TTU lmir, Outport
Lstanbuland Oulport skenderunis to manage witer
terminal operations and provide relaed services for
all DOD-sponsored cargo transiing Turkey, A
lemir, the unit conducts a "SUPALAN" operation. i
Freach term denoting a cargo operation wherehy
poods are immediately customs cleared and moved
dircetiy from a ship's hook Lo waiting transporters
hound for consignee without delay, This eperation
avoids porlt congesten, custom esups, g
cosls and carrier purt cxpenses,

The eperation at Istanbul is somewhat ditferent
involving piers on both sides of the Busphorus, Lhe
European Side, Salipazar, handles break bulk, while
Havadarpasa, the Asian side, s responsible for con-
tatner cargo traffic.

lskenderun Outport 15 located some 600 miles
from fzmir near the Svrien border, s operation
refiects peographical and cultaral differences berween
the Port at the Svethern tip of Turkey and Dbl
at the Northwestern sector of the Republic and 1/mis
in the teddle, Iskenderun handles houschold goods,
4, COTTNTISSaTY aind buse supply Tor Dncirlik Aa
the largest Adt Base in Tirkey,

vl
nase

Bebdute of pont tonkesiion and slower customs
bt bt P babe GFEeH FORTAIRS G T He prece sevetul
davs before transpor! 1o consignee can be arrangud
Work at this isolated Quiport provides professivnal
transportation services to personnel and installations
of a barge section of the American interests in South-
ern Turkey,

bntegration o Istunbul gnd Iskenderun into the
Lemir Comimand has provided nation-wide consoli-
dited transportation service lorone nl NATO's most
important partners. A spiritol camarsderie, the will-
migness o excel in 2 challenging environmen gnd
dedication to excellence have long been recognired
by US. personneland Turkish natienalsalike. Fhese
qualities ol service emphasize the desive of the 1.5
Armny o coniribute toall aspocts of Tife overseas, and
eywally important, Lo support the missions of & pro-
lessional Transportation Corps. @

(The [oreguing article was excerpted from the
MTMO TTUE Cargo Floch.)

Captain Allen W. Davis, USA, is Operations Officer,
MTMC TTU Turkey.
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MTMC’s Remotest Outport

by Captain Tyrone Copeland, USA
Excerpted from MTMC TTCE Cargo Hook

Fires, floods and even death are just a few of the
adversities MTMC Iskenderun Outport personnel
have faced since the facility opened m 1953
Located in Turkey, the outport is a subordinate
activity of MTMC Transportation Terminal Com-
mand, Europe.

Fire, the first of the port’s calamities, spread
through the compound in 1960. Without eity fire
hydrants, the local fire department could pump only
100 gallons of water a minute. This exhausted the
city's tankers in about 10 minutes. A call for help
was sent to the Adana and Incirlik Common
Defense Installation Fire Department 85 miles
away. Upon their arrival, the combined fire fighting
force laid over 4,000 feet of hose from the Mediter-
ranean Sea to the outport to combat the blaze.

Although the fire destroyed 70 percent of the
facility and its contents, outport personnel con-
tinued 1o operate the next day. Damages totaled
700,000,

Outport persornel were again put to the test dur-
ing the 1975-78 U.S. embargo when Iskenderun
customs officials required written Turkish General
Staff {TGS) clearance prior to processing military
import cargo. Also required was a Ministry of Cus-
toms (MOC) copy of TGS clearance, annotated and
processed through MOC channels. Althoungh this
procedure added days and sometimes weeks to the
import clearance process, the requirement was met
by outport employees until the embargo was lifted
in October 1978.

Torrential raing, low ground and inadequate
drainage create flooding conditions. These condi-
tions were all present in the fall of 1969 and the
result was disastrous. Twelve to 18 inches of rain fell
and fooded compound offices and warchouses.
Although hours were spent pumping, draining and
cleaning the facility, employees continued operation
on 8 limited basis.

Despite anti-flood improvement in many areas,
flooding occurred again in 1984 as service members
from Incirlik Common Defense [nstallation arrived
at the port to process their POVs, Undaunted by
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heavy rains and rising water, outport personnel pro-
vided assistance and shelter to cusiomers caught in
the storm. Others tried desperately to contain flood
waters. :

Rather than cause service members another day's
delay and another 190 mile trip, outport personnel
worked in nearly a foot of icy waters and completed
processing requirements,

Political unrest within Turkey, currency devalua-
tion, and severe fuel shortages all made for a volatile en-
vironment between 1975-80. Security for military
personnel and the compound was a major concern. In
May 1979, a bomb was thrown over the compound
wall. Mo injuries occurred, but almost twe hundred
windows were shattered. Stll operations continued,

Fire again erupted in the summer of 1979, Outport
personnel battled to contain the fire until the [sken-
derun Fire Department could extinguish the blaze.
All offices opened on time the following day.

One year later, a Turkish policeman assigned to
guard the factlity was shot to death outside of the main
gate while attempting to question three Turkish na-
tionals. Despite the strain placed on all personnel,
operations continued,

All this talk about fires, floods and secunty problems
might give you the impression life at Iskenderun is dif-
fcult, but there have been lighter moments. Until early
1984, the general facility decor could be deemed " post
depressionist.” And, theelectrical wiring was question-
ahle at best. Flicking s lipght switch on might set your
hair on end. However, long mr'erduf: renovations
have since besn made. For example, the electrical
system has been overhauled; walls have been painted;
new office and dormitory furniture added; and the
library raceived new books and recorded music.

Although MTMC's remotest outport has had its
share of tragedies and setbacks, its employees have
always been professionals who take pride in the
quality of their work, They will continue to perform
their mission regardless of adversity.

Captain Tryone Copeland, USA, is the former operations
Oificer, MTMC TTU-lskendereun,
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